Missouri State University
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice
Fall 2016 intercession
Course Title: Jihadist Terrorist Violence in America
Course Number: CRM 397 Special Topics in Criminology
Professor: Dr. Michael Suttmoeller
Course Meets: Online
Contact Information: E-mail: MSuttmoeller@MissouriState.edu (best/preferred
method)
Office: 230B Strong Hall
Office Hours: By appointment
Phone: 417-836-3139

Course Description
Jihadist terrorism poses a threat to American society. Both international groups and
American citizens living in America participate in jihadist violence against America and
American citizens. Even though international groups such as Al Qaeda garner much of
the attention, American citizens who perpetrate this type of violence against other
American citizens have posed an increasing threat in recent years. While the threat of
these types of attacks has risen in recent years, adherents to this type of ideology have
perpetrated attacks against Americans for many years. This course will explore the
violent aspects of both the groups and individuals associated with this movement, and
will provide the student with a more thorough understanding of who jihadist terrorist are,
their ideology and why they participate in violence.

Course Materials: Assigned readings.

Grading
Exam
Quizzes

55%
45%

Total

100%

Grading scale
A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%
C = 70-79%
D = 60-69%
F = 59% or less
Quizzes
Students will complete an online quiz after each set of readings. These quizzes will
consist of multiple choice and true/false questions. Each quiz will be worth 10 points and
will account for 45% of the course grade. The quizzes will be located in Blackboard with
the other daily materials.
Exams
There will be one exam on August 5th. It will consist of multiple choice and true/false
questions and will be administered through Blackboard. It will cover reading materials
and other class materials (Powerpoints etc.). This exam will account for 55% of the final
grade. Make up exams will only be allowed with instructor approval for documented
medical reasons or emergencies. Documentation will be required. Make-up exams will be
in essay format.

Course Schedule
Date

Topic

Readings

August 1

International Jihadist Threat

Bergen et al. (2011)

August 2

Homegrown Jihadi Terrorism

Vidino (2009)

August 3

Homegrown Jihadi Terrorism cont’d Brooks (2011)

August 4

Lone Wolf Terrorism

August 5

Exam

Spaaij (2010)

Assigned Readings
August 1
Bergen, P, Hoffman, B., & Tiedemann, K. (2011). Assessing the jihadist terrorist threat
to America and American interests. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 34(2), 65101.
August 2
Vidino, L. (2009). Homegrown jihadist terrorism in the United States: A new and
occasional phenomenon? Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 32(1), 1-17.
August 3
Brooks R. A. (2011). Muslim “Homegrown” terrorism in the United States: How serious
is the threat? International Security, 36(2), 7-47.
August 4
Spaaij, R. (2010). The enigma of lone wolf terrorism: An assessment. Studies in Conflict
and Terrorism, 33(9), 854-870.
Policies to Note:
Statement on Academic Dishonesty: Missouri State University is a community of
scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to
practice personal and academic integrity. You are responsible for knowing and following
the university’s student honor code, Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures
and also available at the Reserves Desk in Meyer Library. Any student participating in
any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.
Statement of Nondiscrimination: Missouri State University is an equal
opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available
to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is
your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for
Institutional Equity and Compliance, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central
Square, Suite 111, 417-836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic
nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the
attention of your instructor’s Department Head. Please visit the OED website at
www.missouristate.edu/equity/.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: To request academic accommodations
for a disability, contact the Director of the Disability Resource Center, Plaster Student
Union, Suite 405, 417-836-4192 or 417-836-6792 (TTY),
www.missouristate.edu/disability. Students are required to provide documentation of

disability to the Disability Resource Center prior to receiving accommodations. The
Disability Resource Center refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning
Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological
disabilities. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning
Diagnostic Clinic, 417-836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc.
Cell Phone Policy: As a member of the learning community, each student has a
responsibility to other students who are members of the community. When cell phones
or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class.
Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers,
PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes. All such devices must
be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out
during class. Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of
the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur
when numerous devices activate simultaneously. When this occurs, students may consult
their devices to determine if a university emergency exists. If that is not the case, the
devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away. Other exceptions to
this policy may be granted at the discretion of the instructor.

